GRIFFEEN VALLEY E.T.N.S. PTA

MINUTES MEETING 4 OCT 2011

Aplogies:
Stanislava, Jale, Deirdre, Eileen, Claudine

Present:
Karina, Lisa, Paula, Joan, Peggy, Colette, Judith, Rosie

MINUTES

Minutes of last meeting agreed (thank you, Colette)

Arising from the minutes:

	
	SUBJECT
	ACTION

	►
	Photographs for calendar
	

	
	Photographs taken last week by Declan.
	

	
	Calendar layout to be discussed (possible at coffee morning).
	Karina

	
	Calendar to go on sale from mid-November
	Volunteers?

	►
	Celtic week
	

	
	letter has gone out to infant classes
	

	
	the rest will go out this week
	Judith

	►
	Internet safety talk
	

	
	Paula has contacted Harry
	Paula

	►
	Healthy Eating week
	

	
	2nd week of November
	

	
	Preparing fruit and veg platters for all 16 classes on Tuesday 8th Nov
	All

	
	Preparing an information page on healthy eating for web site
	Judith

	►
	Website
	

	
	Rosie has provided info to Julie, web site updated.
	

	
	Group photo of PTA for notice board and web site
	Paula

	►
	Trip to the Gaeltacht
	

	
	Letter has gone to BOM. BOM has written trip into its policy on Irish language
	

	►
	After school activities
	

	
	At the moment there are no school-run after school activities.
	

	
	Need for insurance to be researched
	Judith

	
	Link with Time Bank to be researched
	Judith

	►
	Dogs on school grounds
	

	
	Text has gone out. No noticeable change.
	Paula, Lisa,

	
	2 members of PTA to talk to parents with dogs at 1.10 pick up
	Ciaran, Jale, Eileen

	►
	Individual school photos
	

	
	To be parked until next year.
	

	►
	Inclusion week
	

	
	Formerly called awareness week.
	

	
	Propose a week after consulting school diary
	Paula

	►
	Pub Quiz
	

	
	No Friday date available prior to X-mas. Organize for February 2012.
	Deirdre

	►
	School garden
	

	
	Letter has been handed out in person.
	

	►
	School resources
	

	
	Storage: either shelves or storage system with plastic boxes
	Frank

	
	Official inventory (what school should have)
	Joan

	
	Note next Monday to teachers to hand in what they have
	Joan

	
	Factual inventory (what is in the school)
	Paula, Judith, Colette, Claudine, Lisa, Karina

	
	
	


TIME BANKING

The five Educate Together schools in the Lucan area, with the assistance of South Dublin County Council, are in the process of setting up a ‘Time Bank’. The idea behind the scheme is that people who engage in voluntary activities within the school communities (i.e. gardening) can obtain ‘credits’ for their time spent on these activities. These ‘credits’ can be ‘banked’, and used later by the individual to pay for various services (such as free after school classes or babysitting). 
There will be a workshop held on the 18th of October, from 8-9.30 pm in the school.

Election of Parent Representatives on the BOM

A letter has gone out inviting parents to volunteer for the role of parent representative. Those interested must give their name in to Eithne before 14th October. All parents/guardians are also invited to come to the election on the 18th of October in the school, half an hour before the Time Banking workshop.

WINTER FAIR

This will take during Celtic Week, on the 9th of December. It is the PTA fundraiser for the Gaeltacht Fund. 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Tickets discussed, order of prizes decided. Colour left to Karina.
Each child will receive two booklets, with a maximum of 4 per family.
Tickets will go in schoolbags 1st Dec and must be returned by 14th December. Raffle will be held 16th of Dec.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Paula proposes to help Autism Ireland collect mobile phones. Individual parents/guardians can enter raffle for 1-year mortgage paid for them. The school can also benefit, depending on amount of phones collected.

Colette asks for an overview of our yearly finances (what comes in, how much goes into each fund, what other expenditure) for the next meeting.

Joan wants to know whether the PTA will provide funds for garden tools (request from Green School). There is enough money in the SU Fund. All that is needed is a letter  from the PTA.

195 children have entered the insurance scheme.

A group of parents are unhappy that their children were given “recycled” workbooks instead of the ones they had bought. This happened in one class where the teacher took this decision unilaterally. This should now be resolved.

The disco was a great success. There are plans to hold another before the end of the school year.

Colette suggests that a whole-school-photographs is taken (perhaps to be printed in poster size) to mark the 10th anniversary. All agree.

Rosie asks that the meetings be moved from 7.30pm to 8pm. All agreed as long as we still aim to finish at 9pm.

Judith suggests that all notes (from staff or PTA) go into the schoolbag on the same day of the week, so parents know when to check the schoolbags. All agree. Notes will now go out on Thursdays.

Judith suggests a bag packing Saturday at Tesco’s for fundraising. Main aim: to get money in from an external source rather than the parents and their immediate family. PTA agrees to look into this.

No date for next meeting agreed.

ARISING FROM AGENDA

	
	SUBJECT
	ACTION

	►
	Time Banking
	

	
	Tea/Coffee provided by PTA
	Volunteers?

	►
	Winter Fair
	

	
	Organisation
	Deirdre, Rosie

	
	Liaise with Alan/Therese for 6th class involvement
	Joan

	►
	Christmas Raffle
	

	
	Tickets to be printed
	Karina

	
	Tickets put in school bags
	Volunteers?

	
	Buying prizes
	Karina

	►
	Autism Ireland mobile phone collection
	Paula

	►
	Finances on next agenda
	Rosie, Deirdre

	►
	Funding for garden tools
	Joan

	►
	Plan next disco
	Deirdre

	►
	Whole-school-photograph
	Colette

	►
	Change time of meeting
	Rosie

	►
	Notes to go into schoolbags on Thursdays only
	All

	►
	Tesco bag packing fundraiser
	Judith

	
	
	


