As you may have read in the media Ireland made a submission to the Universal Periodic Review as part of its efforts to be appointed to the UN Commission for Human Rights. Educate Together was heavily involved in drafting this submission (through the Irish Commission on Human Rights) and advised on the educational aspects of the submission.
Ireland's UPR has been collated and an initial report has been published. In this report the state's commitment to improving Human Rights is formally recorded and on the education front the following recommendations are noted.
Commentary of Other States:
61: Turkey noted that education in Ireland was still dominated by the Catholic Church and made reference to the child abuse reports
76: Sweden made comment on discrimination in Ireland citing education as an example
Recommendations
105.15  Access for people with disabilities to education should be on an equal footing
106.16 Continue efforts related to protection of the rights of people with disabilities
105.30 Improve representation and education of Travellers
105.32 linked to above
105.56 Ensure adequate budget provision for education and health provision to the most vulnerable
Commitments made by Ireland
106.06 Will ratify UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education and incorporate into law
106.08 Continue to implement CERD recommendations
106.27 Accelerate efforts in establishing a national network of schools that guarantee equality of access to children regardless  of religious social or cultural background.
106.47 Encourage diversity and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs in the Education system, monitoring incidences of discrimination on the basis of belief.

This is pretty big news and a vindication of the work Educate Together has put into effecting political change in Ireland for the improvement of parental choice and access to multi-denominational education.
The following statement has been issued to the media by Educate Together. We would appreciate it if you could post it to your school's website.
Educate Together Welcomes State Commitment to Accelerate Establishment of Multi-Denominational Schools
Educate Together, the multi-denominational education charity, has welcomed the publication of the UN Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Ireland. In its UPR response Ireland has committed to “Accelerate its efforts to establish a national network of schools that guarantee equality of access to children regardless of religious, social or cultural beliefs’.
Educate Together has been working for over 30 years to establish a truly national network of multi-denominational schools in Ireland. Its legal charter obliges it to operate schools that provide equality of access and esteem to children "irrespective of social, cultural or religious background." The parallel with the UN recommendation is striking. Although the patron body now has 60 such schools, they still only account for 2% of primary schools in Ireland. 96% of Ireland’s primary schools are under religious patronage.
Paul Rowe, Educate Together CEO, is encouraged by the commitment made ‘Everyone involved in Irish education acknowledges that the current availability of multi-denominational schools of the Educate Together model is far below where it should be. However progress on addressing this lack of diversity has been agonizingly slow. The lack of this choice in many parts of the country is a growing problem for families. "The current Forum on Patronage and Plurality is an important step forward and the commitment of the State in its UPR response is very significant. Ireland has committed itself to accelerating the process. Many parents in Ireland who have been waiting for years to access multi-denominational education, will hold the state to this commitment – and now the world is watching".

Ireland’s UPR report recommends a series of steps the state must take in relation to its improving human rights record and associated legislation. In the education sector, recommendations were made on access on an equal footing for people with disabilities, the Traveller community and people from minority religions. Particular reference was made to eradicating discriminatory practice in Irish law citing education legislation as an example. Ireland has also, in its report response, given a commitment to ratify the UNESCO Convention Against Discrimination in Education.
Other significant commitments made include the continued implementation of the CERD (Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination) recommendations. Ireland has made little progress on implementing these over the last 10 years.
Educate Together is currently applying to open 12 new primary schools in the next two years. It is hoped that the commitment by the state to the UPR will be proven by the establishment of these schools with Educate Together’s patronage.
Kind regards,
John Holohan
Head of Communications
